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Abstract

This paper raises a concept “empathic second-person relationship” as a key to exploring phenomena of co-creation. That
relationship does not just occur between a person and another, but also between a person and a thing/event. We argue that a
person frequently obtains a feeling of “empathic second-person relationship”, when he or she has encountered a thing/event for
the first time.

Supposing that “empathic second-person relationship” lies in phenomena of co-creation, the conventional scientific method, i.e.
objective observation, does not suffice for examinations of co-creation. Regardless of whether the object is a human being or a
thing/event, describing the relation between the self and the surrounding world, using the method of studying on/with first-
person’s perspective, may be a good starting point. By doing that, it will become possible to encounter, and thus study, the very
phenomenon that empathic second-person relationship comes to appear.
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